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First comes love, then 
comes marriage. Then 
comes ... murder? 
There will be plenty 

of mystery and mayhem when 
“Dial M for Murder” debuts on 
the Arts Center of the Ozarks 
stage Feb. 3. 

Harry Blundell will direct 
the play, which was written by 
Frederich Knott and takes place 
in London in 1952. 

“Dial M for Murder” revolves 
around the story of an ex-tennis 
pro named Tony Wendice, who 
married his wife, Margot, for 
money and is about to commit 
murder in order to keep it. 

John Honey is taking on the 
role of the “very confident and 
smart” Tony Wendice. Honey 
says his character is also selfish, 
but he hides it well under his 
natural charisma and charm.

“He has an ease with 
people and makes them feel 
comfortable,” Honey says. “Of 
course, he obviously cares 
nothing about people in any 
genuine sense. That’s what 
makes him interesting to play.”  

When Tony’s plan fails, he 
moves on to plan B. Instead of 
having a dead wife, he now has 
to wait for the courts to convict 
his wife of a crime for which she 
will be hanged. Margot’s friend, 
Max Halliday, enters the scene 
and helps uncover the crime for 
what it is.

Grant Dunivan is taking 
on the role of Max Halliday, a 
television writer who dreams 
of writing novels and is “always 
thinking and longing to have the 
heart of his once-lover, Margot.” 

Kim Fuhrman is portraying 
Margot Wendice, “a rather naïve, 
wealthy woman who feels caught 
between her love for Max and 
her determination to keep her 
seemingly wonderful marriage 
to Tony together.” 

Fuhrman explains that her 

character’s guilt over her affair 
probably keeps her from seeing 
through Tony’s performance as 
the “model husband.”  

Rounding out the small 
cast is John Ford and Jeremy 
Duckworth, who is making his 
ACO stage debut as the “polite, 
career con man,” Captain 
Lesgate.

“A small cast of characters, I 
think, helps the audience engage 
personally in a unique way that 
you don’t always get; there’s 
more room to explore depth,” 
Honey says.

This play was later adapted 
into an Alfred Hitchcock 
film, which several of the cast 
members have watched. Some 
said observing stars like Robert 
Cummings and Grace Kelly in 

the original roles is intimidating, 
but it can offer insight into 
someone else’s interpretation 
of a character by offering one 
more layer to consider when 
developing said character. 

Dunivan adds that as an actor, 
you must take ownership of your 
character and “blend it with 
your own brand of passion and 
zeal.” 

While this play is a mystery, 
Fuhrman explains it’s not 
a typical whodunit where 
audiences are trying to uncover 
the twist ending.

“The tension in this story 
really comes from wondering 
what Tony will do next, and 
wondering if the real truth will 
ever be discovered,” she says.

Dunivan adds that it’s a very 

cerebral story and throughout 
the play, audience members will 
find themselves sympathizing 
with each character at different 
moments. 

“It’s a unique ride,” he says.
Audiences can watch the 

mystery unfold Feb. 3-5 and 
11-12. 

Admission to “Dial M for 
Murder” for the public is $20 
for adults and $10 for students. 
Tickets for ACO members 
are $16 for adults and $9 for 
students. 

“This is a highly enjoyable 
play and I am certain audiences 
will enjoy the ‘cat and mouse’ 
of it as much as the cast does,” 
Blundell says.

For reservations or more 
information, call 479-751-5441.
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It’s fascinating how different 
who we think we are can 
be compared to who others 
think we are. Fiber artist 

Autumn Brown explores the 
contradiction of truth and the 
perception of truth she faces in 
everyday life in her exhibition 
“Dichotomy: Perception Versus 
Truth,” which will be on display 
throughout the month of February 
inside the ACO’s McCuistion-
Matthews Gallery.

As a child, Brown can remember 
her mother going through a 
“painting phase,” and she says art 
has been a part of her life ever since.

“I was blessed with parents that 
encouraged the artistic lifestyle,” she 
says.

Today, much of Brown’s work 
features a mixture of soft fiber 
materials with hard metal materials. 
She says she never expected herself 
to become a 3D artist, but she was 
required to take a 3D class in college 
and “one thing just led to the next.”

A project in the class required her 
to use opposing materials to create 
a piece of art. She chose fabric and 
copper refrigerator tubing to make 
a phoenix. The phoenix seems 
appropriate because she says if 
there was a “birth of these pieces, it 
started there.”

Sadly, through numerous moves, 
the phoenix “got sacrificed.” 
However, Brown has maintained her 
affinity for juxtaposing soft fabrics 
with hard metals. Her current 
exhibition will feature what she calls 
fashion sculptures. She has used 
fabrics and metals to create dresses 
that hang on body forms she has 
made for them. These are works are 
in the round, meaning they are able 

to be viewed from 360 degrees.
The exhibit also features her 

unique art quilts. Her Security 
Blanket Series, as she calls it, 
features metal pieces that she has 
quilted together with ribbon and 
fabric. Rounding out the exhibition 
is her Pierced Series, which is 
comprised of canvases pierced with 
metal.

“Even though I find it 
aesthetically pleasing, this wouldn’t 
be what I would consider pretty 
art,” Brown says. “Some of it is, but 
some of it’s not. Some of it’s a little 
uncomfortable and I’m OK with 
that.”

Brown explains that her art shows 
how she wrestles with who she 
perceives herself to be and the truth 
of who she really is. Through her 
art, she hopes others are encouraged 
to really reflect on themselves.
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In February, the Smith-Kelly 
Gallery inside the Arts Center 
of the Ozarks will feature the 
work of not one, not two, but 

three local artists. The exhibition 
“Approaching the Sacred” features the 
artistic creations of Cindy Wiseman, 
Jackie Golden, and Budhi Kling, who 
say they are energized by each other’s 
processes.

The artists explain they formed their 
group because they each have a spiritual 
practice that is important to them and 

they wanted to focus on observing how 
that practice manifests in their art. By 
intertwining their spiritual practice with 
their artistic endeavors, the artists say 
they are each drawing closer to their 
own artistic truth. 

“Approaching the Sacred,” invites 
gallery visitors to view the artwork in 
light of their own perception on what 
is sacred. Much of the work in the 
exhibit is abstracted and often references 
natural forms and rhythms, but each 
artist brings something different to the 
table, or the canvas, as it were. 

In Golden’s submissions to the 
exhibition, “images move from muted 

tones with recognizable forms into a 
micro-universe of color, light, interval 
and shape.” Her oil paintings on canvas 
are small scale and range in size from 9 
inches by 12 inches, to 18 inches by 18 
inches.

Kling uses “bold and subtle color 
contrasts, in concert with repeated 
shape motifs to create images that 
have a sense of internal rhythm.” Each 
piece is constructed on 22-inch by 
30-inch Arches watercolor paper using 
handmade Lama Li Lokta papers from 
Nepal.
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Wiseman’s ethereal landscapes 
invite guests to “explore an 
expressive surface rich in light, 
depth and texture.” 

She created artwork for this 

exhibition by using oil or mixed 
media on canvas and the pieces 
range in size from 35 inches by 
50 inches, to 12 inches by 36 
inches

ACO visitors can view the 
artwork included in “Approaching 

the Sacred,” Feb. 1-24 inside the 
Smith-Kelly Gallery. 

A reception for the artists is 
scheduled from 5 to 7 p.m. Feb. 2. 

For more information, visit 
www.artscenteroftheozarks.org or 
479-751-5441.

“I can’t tell you the truth 
about you or your perception, 
but maybe I can just raise the 
questions for you to examine 
yourself,” Brown says.

“Dichotomy: Perception Versus 
Truth” will be on display Feb. 
1-24 in the McCuistion-Matthews 
Gallery. An artist’s reception is 
scheduled from 5 to 7 p.m. Feb. 2. 
For more information, visit www.
artscenteroftheozarks.org.
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